English IV AP Literature and Composition
2017-2018
Welcome to AP English IV! According to the College Board, the AP English Literature and Composition course is designed to “engage [you] in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature.” You will gain an appreciation of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers, through the close reading of texts and analysis of structure, style, themes, and other literary and poetic elements. We will approach literature through a three-tiered method of experience, interpretation, and evaluation. The works chosen this year are meant to be literature that invites reading, rereading, thoughtful discussion, and writing, rather than works that afford only ephemeral pleasure, or displeasure.  Our reading will be both wide and deep and will build on reading done in the previous courses.

The AP curriculum is designed to prepare you for the rigorous intellectual demands of college and university study as well as developing the analytical and communication skills required for the AP English Literature and Composition Exam. The exam tests your ability to read and analyze literary texts from several genres and periods. The passages used on the exam are representative of introductory college-level literature. This course focuses on a study of English Literature primarily from the sixteenth century through the modern age. Your studies are rooted in historical background of the time and include a close study of the society.
We will actively read and write to understand, analyze, and evaluate. You will increase the sophistication and clarity of your expression, both orally and in written form.  This will include; experiencing literature, interpreting literature, and evaluating literature. 

Expectations: As lifelong learners and readers, you are here to continue your experiences, and use your skills on the material that is presented in this course. You will do all of this by being prepared for class on a daily basis, and actively participating in class discussions and personal work. I am here to not only prepare you for the AP exam in May, but also to help prepare you for college and life. 

Class Rules

· Respect everyone and everything.
· Be in your seat when the bell rings (Or you will be counted as tardy!)

· Bring all your materials with you everyday.
· Raise your hand before you speak.
· No food or drink in the classroom.
· No lining up at the door before the bell. I dismiss you, not the bell.

· Cell phones must be turned off and put in zipped up backpacks or closed purses.
· Obey all school rules.
My Expectations of you

· Respect your fellow classmates, yourself and me.
· Be tolerant.
· Be patient.
· Keep an open mind. There are many ways to see one thing or idea.

· Do not interrupt your classmates or me.
· Do not be afraid to ask for help (There are no stupid questions).
·  If you need a pen or pencil you will have to give up one of your shoes, cell phone, wallet or car keys. 
Texts we will cover this year: 

You will be issued a copy of: Literature, Structure, Sound and Sense, Tenth edition, edited by Laurence Perrine and Thomas Arp. 

Students are encouraged to buy their own copy of the following texts, but these texts are available for check out through me. You will receive the ISBN numbers when we get close to reading the book. 

· Macbeth by William Shakespeare
· Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
· Grendel by John Gardner
· Various poetry ranging from the Anglo-Saxon to Modern era. 
· Various short stories ranging from the Middle to Modern era

· Various passages from selected stories

· First semester literature circle featuring selected novels
· Second semester literature circle featuring selected novels

Materials to Bring Daily:

· Three ring binder, at least 1”, with dividers (handouts, notes, writings, other)

· Notebook paper.

· Writing instruments: blue or black pens, a set of colored pens for editing and/or emphasizing, number 2 pencil, and a set of highlighters.
· Yellow, Green, and Blue Highlighters

Materials to bring ASAP:

· Needed classroom supplies. Choose one of the following to contribute to class. Tissue or markers.  Do not spend over 3 dollars. 
Communication: Parents should expect e-mail or a phone call from me at least once during each grading period, including a progress update every three weeks. In addition, parent-teacher conferences are available upon request and appointment. My e-mail address is david.seed@fortbendisd.com, and parents can leave a message on my phone: 281-634-2000. My conference period is 12:00-12:50 AM (5th period) daily. 

Technology:
· Websites/Aps you need to become familiar with because you will use them a lot in my class
· www.schoology.com
· www.thinglink.com
· www.pinterest.com
· www.canva.com
· www.twitter.com
· www.edmodo.com
· www.turnitin.com
· www.remind.com
Grading: I follow the grading scale set down in the Stephen F. Austin Student Handbook. There will be a minimum of 11 daily grades and three major grades. There may be more than the minimum. Daily grades include class, quizzes, homework, some timed writings, and other in class work. Major grades include participation, time writings, essays, tests, projects, and a research paper.  Dishonest work will result in a zero, a call home, and a referral to your principal. 
Grading Policy: 

a. All daily grade assignments, quizzes, and tests are to be graded and uploaded to Skyward 5 business days after being taken up in class.

b. All timed writes are to be graded and uploaded to Skyward 10 business days after being taken up in class.

c. All major grade process essays are to be graded and uploaded to Skyward 15 business days after being taken up in class. 

Homework and Late Work: Home is required and is to be completed before you come to class. Late work is not accepted and will be given a zero, with the exception of absences, which are allowed the number of days missed to be made up. Class work must be completed in class and due at the end of the period. No late classwork is accepted. Projects and papers for due dates that are known in advance (i.e., more than a week before the assignments are due), must be delivered on the due date, in that class period, regardless of absence on the due date. You have one week to make up any quizzes or test. After one week the grade will become a zero. 
Retest/ Revision Policy

· Retest

· If a student fails their test they have the option of taking a retest. The student will be given one week to attend a tutorial session and take the retest. The teacher will give you those dates. The student must come to the tutorial session with questions. If a student fails to attend the tutorial they will not be able to take the retest. The highest grade possible for a retest is a 75.

· Essay Revision

· If a student fails an essay with a 69 or below, they may come revise the paper and have the ability to receive up to a 70 on the corrected work. The student would be required to conference with the teacher before revising their essay. 

Cell Phones: Cell phones use will only be permitted in the classroom at my discretion. You cannot use your phone to take notes or look at the text we are covering.  You cannot use your phone to take pictures in the classroom. First offense is a warning from me. A second offense will result in your cell phone being banned from my classroom. On the third offense, your phone will be collected and turned in to Mrs. Weers to be picked up by your parents.

Tablets: Tablets are permitted in class provided that they are being used appropriately. Appropriately means taking notes, or doing research during group work. Inappropriate means music, texting, emailing, surfing the internet, games and taking pictures or videos.  You get the same warnings as the cell phone for inappropriate use. You will NOT be able to use it for novels. You will need a hard copy of the novel. 
EDMODO and Turnitin.com: All major grade essays will be uploaded on turnitin.com for grading. Many daily grade assignments will be turned into EDMODO for grading. 
Turnitin.com Policy: 

1. Any major grade paper that is given a specific due date will be covered under this policy.

2. If the student fails to upload their paper to Turnitin.com, the paper will remain a zero until the paper is uploaded or sent for submission. It will be docked 5 points. 
Please sign below to show that you are aware of the expectations for the class and look forward to learning a lot this year. ( Have your parent or guardian sign this and provide the contact information below. When I give it back to you, keep this sheet in the front of your notebook as a reference for the remainder of the year. I’m glad you are in my class! I look forward to a great year with you.

Student’s Printed Name & Signature

Parent’s Printed Name & Signature

__________________________________

_______________________________

__________________________________

_______________________________

Parent Contact Information
Home number: _____________________________ Work Number:____________________
Cell Phone Number: _______________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________ (please print clearly)

